
 
Proudly presents…… 

 

 

Dr. Padma Venkatraman 
 

Glen Crest Middle School is delighted to welcome award-winning author Dr. 
Padma Venkatraman for a virtual event on Tuesday, October 19th. Dr. 
Venkatraman will talk with students about her career as an author and discuss 
her new book, Born Behind Bars. 
 
To guarantee a signed copy (bookplate) of any of these books, please 
return this order form with payment (cash or check payable to Glen Crest 
MS) or order online using the link provided below by Tuesday, October 26th. 
Books will be delivered to the school shortly after the selling period is over, 
unless another delivery option has been choosen. 

 

 

______Born Behind Bars, $17.99 (Hardcover) 

Kabir has been in jail since the day he was born, because his mom is serving time for a 
crime she didn't commit. He's never met his dad, so the only family he's got are their 
cellmates, and the only place he feels the least bit free is in the classroom, where his 
kind teacher regales him with stories of the wonders of the outside world. Then one day 
a new warden arrives and announces Kabir is too old to stay. He gets handed over to a 
long-lost "uncle" who unfortunately turns out to be a fraud, and intends to sell Kabir. So 
Kabir does the only thing he can--run away as fast as his legs will take him. How does a 
boy with nowhere to go and no connections make his way? Fortunately, he befriends 
Rani, another street kid, and she takes him under her wing. But plotting their next move 
is hard--and fraught with danger--in a world that cares little for homeless, low caste 
children. This is not the world Kabir dreamed of--but he's discovered he's not the type to 
give up. Kabir is ready to show the world that he--and his mother--deserve a place in it. 

 

 

______The Bridge Home, $8.99 (Paperback) 

 

Life is harsh on the teeming streets of Chennai, India, so when runaway sisters Viji and 
Rukku arrive, their prospects look grim. Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how 
vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world. Fortunately, the girls find shelter-
-and friendship--on an abandoned bridge that's also the hideout of Muthi and Arul, two 
homeless boys, and the four of them soon form a family of sorts. And while making their 
living scavenging the city's trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to take pride in, 
too. After all, they are now the bosses of themselves and no longer dependent on 
untrustworthy adults. But when illness strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk seeking 
help from strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, hard-fought freedom. 

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Total Amount Due: $__________________  Cash_______________  Check#______________________ 

 

To place order online, order here: 
https://www.abcfairs.com/padma-venkatraman-virtual-author-visit-october-19th 

 

 


